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BEAD HOARDS FROM BIHAR

Irshad Sajid, M.A.
(Research Scholar)

Ancient Indian & Asian studies
Magadh University Bodhgaya

AsItis well known that the inscriptions numismatics, potteries,
images and other antiquarian remains have been the great sources
to make a perfect shape of ancient cultures. However, inspite of the
significant values of beads in respect of archeological evi-dence, it
has been rarely worked by archaeologists and histori-ans. M.G.
Dikshit and H.C. Beck merely have worked to some extent in the
field of beads, so far. :

~ The people of pre-historic and proto-historic cultures used
beads for making garland and other decorative purposes. At
Kayatha' necklaces of semiprecious stones such as statute and
carnelian beads were found in pots. It is evident that those who
possessed these objects were affluent. Rajputana and kathiawar
supplied plasma, agate, Jasper and blood stone which were used for
manu-facturing beads, regard being paid to their colour scheme, size
and marking?.

The various types of beads have been discovered by the
excavators from several sites of India which provide information of
econom-ic, social and religious life of ancient cultures. HereI have
tried to give the name of archaeological and historical sites of Bihar
where various beads have been discovered:

1-VAISHALI:

Vaishali is a newly created district in the north of Bihar. The
first mention of ancient mounds at Basarh near Bakhra were re-
ported by J. Stephenson in 1835 who thought it to represent a fort
of considerable antiquity®. Cunningham first visited the site in 1861
and found mound traditionally called Raja Vishal Ka garh. He
identified it with the famous ancient site Vaishali, where the both
the Buddha and Mahavira resided at may times.

Nearly 93 beads of carnelian, crystal, Agate, Finance, soap
stone, Topaz, glass and clay types have been discovered from
Vaisali®.
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2-CHIRAND:

A large number of stone beads of different shapes such as
barrel, cylindrical, triangular and disc which would have been
strung into different types of ornaments have been founds®.

These beads were provided with minute holes through which
thread of sineus may have been passed to join other beads to form
orna-ments of different shapes. The beadmaking industry in
Neolithic Chirand is very much advanced in comparison to other
Neolithic sites®. Jasper chalcedony, agate, Finance, steatite and even
clay for poor people were used for making beads, Steatite contact
of the people with outside”.

J-VIKRAMSILA:

An important chalcolithic site is located 10 K.Ms. north of
kahalgaon railway station in the Bhagalpur. Here the beads of agate
and carnelian have been found®.

4-TARADIH:

Taradihis located just behind south west of the Mahabodhi
temple at Bodh-Gaya. 'Here a carnelian bead has been discovered®.
5 - BANGAON :

This village is situated near Maheshi in saharsa district, local-
ly called Gorhidih or Fisherman Mound. Here 10 carnelian beads
were discovered in 1917 in an earthen vase inside a small brick
chamber (i.e. perhaps a relic chamber) of the stupa'®. The finds
are in Patna Musium and are assigned to a period between 2nd
century B.C. to 2nd century A.D.

6 - NANDANGARH MOUND

This large village is situated about 14 miles north west of
Bettia district. This conspicuous mound first noticed by Cunning-
ham 1861 and later by Garrick in 1886'"'. However, an excavation
was taken up by N.G. Majumdar in 1935-6 which was continued
up till 1940-41 by A. Ghosh'?, Here stone beads were discovered.

7-NALNDA :

It is about 7 miles south-west of Biharsharif and almost the
same distance north of Rajgir. Buchanan was pehaps the first
modern authority to notice its importance and anttiquity®. Here
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teracota beads were found from the eastern row of monasteries** and
some more beads were also reported from the sixth monastery in
the eastern row at site no. 9.

§-PATNADY;

(a) KUMARAHAR SITE:

This site is located just inside the by-pass of modern patna city.
Its ancient character was first noticed by P.C. Mooderji. In 1913-
15 Spooner was the next to excavate at Kumrahar with the funds
donated by sir Ratan Tata. the Kashi Prasad Jayaswal Research
Institute undertook another series of regular excavation at
Kumrahar. Here terracotta beads were reported.

) LOHNIPUR:

Its antiquarian character was first noticed by P.C. Mookerji in
1897 and discovered some beads.

(c) KADAMKUAN & BAKARGAN]J:

Here terracotta, glass beads and beads in various semi-precious

stones were found.

9-SONEPUR:

The village is situated about 3 miles west of Bela railway sta-
tion on the Patna Gaya line of the eastern railway. The antiquity of
the site near the village was first brought to notice by V.K. Mishra
in 1956-57. He caried outa small excavation here and concluded
that the site is as old as 60 B.C: . Here a number of beads were
reported.

100-KARIAN:

Karian is the name of a village, located in the district of
Dharbhanga. The Kashi Prasad Jayaswal Research Institute, Patna,
undertook an excavation of the site by Shri Kant Mishrain 1955 and
later by Dr. Sita Ram Roy in 1957.

A Part from the huge amount of archaeological remains, the
beads of standard bicone circular, pear-shape and long barrel-
shaped belong to period Il and I have also been reported from here!'’.

11 - SANRIGAON

The village is located in the southern border of the district of
Ranchi S.C. Roy had eigt of the urns dug out from and found
decayed bits of bone copper ornaments and few stone beads'®.
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12-SARIDKHEL

The village is situated six miles to the east of Khunti on the
Khunti Tamar road in the Ranchi district. This site was examined
in 1915 by S.C. Roy and later by A Ghosh in 1944. Here beads are
occasionally discovered in the area®.

13-LUPUNGDI:

This site is situated in the Ranchi District, In about 1915, S.C.
Roy noticed here an ancient burial site indicated by gravestones
under which stone beads were reported to have been found?.

14-1TE: .

The village is situated 6 miles south west of Khunti. In 1916,
S.C. Roy noticed this place and later by A. Ghosh in 1944 and had
collected some stone beads from here?'.

15-OSKEA:

This village is known as a tola or hamlet attached to the nearby
village of Bawni in the Ranchi district. S.C. Roy noticed herea burial
site locally attributed to the Asura and called as Hasur Samsan. The
stone slabs usually placed over the cinerary urns mostly been taken
away by the Munda villagers of the locality. The cinerary urns were
also ransacked by them. Stone beads are occasionally found in the

urns”. S.C. Roy himself opened one such urn yielding to him a few

Quartz beads.
16-BICHNA :

This site is in the Ranchi district It has been explored by S.C.
Roy in about 1915. There have been reports of occasional discov-
eries of stone beads®.

17-BEL WAD A G : (Ranchi)

S.C. Roy caried out trial excavation here in 1915 and discov-
ered foundations of brick-walls of a building the bricks measuring
177" x 10" x 3"'. Herestone beads were reported to have been dis-
covered®,

18 -DIG R I (RANCHI)

S.C. Roy noticed in about 1915 a burial ground at this village
the burial was found to consists of grave stones under which stone
beads were reported of have been discovered®,

19-SIRDABAN:
This site is located on the eastern bank of the river just oppo-
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MANDAR

An ancient international port
Dr. Sharad Hebalkar,
Ambejogai - 431517
(Maharashtra)

. Apa.rant is characteristically known for its marine culture in the
ancient time. It contained several inland as well as open sea-ports,
famous for the international commercial activities, ship building
centres, trade routes crossing hilly regions and the lofty peaks of
sahyadrian ranges through several ghats. It supported the veried
population of, people dependent on sea for the livelyhood, traders,
merchants, craftsmen, sailors, religious preachers and even the
adventurous pirates.

Right from the Jataka period we get the references to the ports
belonging to the western coast of Maharashtra. Greek and Roman
soures mention several ports of the then period. They have been
identified, still we also find difference of opinion about some
identifications. .

Periplus of the erythraean sea gives a long list of ports which
include suppara, calliena, Semylla, Mandagora, Pali-patamani,
Melizigara, Byzantium, Togrum Aurannaboas and the island of
Sesecrienae'. The author is even perfect in maintaining the order of
the ports from North to South. After Sopara, Kalyan and Chaul and
before Palapattan (Mahad-Palai-patamai) appears the port of
Mandagara. Sehoffidentified it with Bankot at the mouth of theriver
Savitri 2,

Geographical Position

Mandad is in Mangay tahasil of Raigad district (Maharashtra
and situated on 18°-35' North latitude and 73°-50" East longitude.
It stands on river Mandad which joins the Raja-puri creek about
12kms. above Mandad. The river meets the tide here and the sailing
ships of a hundred tons can ply on the creek.

This creek of Mandad is the north-east arm of the large Rajapuri
creek and has an excellent strategical positic: With a swift turn
around by right side, running after a few kius (o the south sailing
vessel reaches the celebrated port of Raj apuri leaving the port of call
Dighi on the left bank of the creek. Without a turn sailing straight
and taking a left side ¢ it reaches Mhasale or Maheshwar
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port has an easy access to the open sea. The winding course of the
river Mandad is shared by the river Kundalika before falling in to
the Rajapuri ceek.

‘Lines of Communication

The epigraphic evidences give a clear idea of important cities
which were connected by the then high ways. More important are
the Buddhist monasteries and settlementsall over the western India.
Almost all these cave settlements have been located alsong the trade
routes, which connected the ports on the western coast with teh towns
and the cities above the ghats on the Deccan plateau.

Buddhism took place in Maharashtra in the middle of the 5th
century B.C?®. The Buddhist communities began to use rock-cu
dwellings by about 200 B.C*. Buddhist missionaries chose these
were already in use before the spread of the Buddhism. The journeys
of the Buddhist missionaies under the leadership of the Yona
Dhamma rakhit, who was assigned the task of spread of Buddhist
teaching in Aparant by the third Buddhist council, were undertaken
along the established trade routes in the company of merchants and
traders.

Mandad itself had a large monastic settlement. Mandad was
con-nected with Tagar (Ter)® via Shirawal ¢ through the pass of
Bhor. Mandad-Tala-Indapur-Mahad route went to meet the highway
on the plateau through Kumbha ghat. The series of rock cut caves-
Mandad (Kuda)-Karli-Bhaje-Shelarwadi-bedsa give the trace of the
ancient trade route. There was an ealy habitation at Mandad 7

Monastic Settlement

Two kms. east of Mandad at Kuda a group of 25 caves and 11
cis-terns facing south westis cutin the side of a hill about 200 ft high.
The site commands an extremely beautiful view of the Raja-puri
creek spread like a mountain lake about 6 kms. wide.

There are twenty one dwelling caves. Most of them consist
of veranda with a door and window in the back wall opening in to
acell. The cells have rock-cut benches. The doors have grooved
wooden frames. The walls of the caves were plastered and some of
them had paintings. The presence of a town with the qualities of a
harbour providing a shelter to the ships and an easy access to the open
sea must have been there to support such a large monastery ®,
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History

The inscriptions in the caves provide us with an interesting
account of a ruling family. It seems that Kumar Skandapalit
whowas a Mahabhoj (prince) was ruling in the vicinity of Mandad,
which may have been his head quarter. He was the son of Mahab-
hoji Vijaya of Sadageri (satya Girl) family. One Vijayanika is also
mentioned.  She was the daughter of the Mahabhoj Sadakar
Sudamsana. These Mahabhojas were the Vassals of the Satavahanas
who were the masters of Dakshinapatha including Aparant®.

The Satavahanas were essentially a commercial power having
a powerful control over the trade routes, marts and ports. Under
the patronage of the Satavahanas Mandad must have enjoyed aroyal
status.

The port of Mandad seems 10 be frequented by the carawan
leaders and traders. Sarthavaha Nag is mentioned as Grihapati also
which suggests that Swamiputra Nag was probably the inhabitant of
the port-town and a ship-owner.

Vehamita and Achaldasa Asalamita are the other Sarthavahas
men-tioned in the inscriptions, Among the other doners are an iron
monger from Karahakata (Karhad), a banker, a gardener, a physi-
cian, a writer, a royal minister, 2 house holder and Sreshthi
Vasulanaka.

The family of one Sulasadata seems tobean outstanding doner,
Sulasadata’s wife, two sons and daughter-in-laws and 8 grandsons
appear in theinscriptions. The whole family wasin the royal service
of the Mahabhojas.

The female ascetics such as Padminika-the daughter of nun
Naganika along with her desciples Bodhi, Asalamita and Sapila
appear in the inscriptions. Another Bahmin woman Bhayila appears
as doner of a chaitya griha N

The name of the Mahabhoja is associated with Mandav which
may be the name of Gotra-Mandavya. Another suggestion given by
most of the scholars is that :t denotes the present name of the region
i.e. Mandad.

When the seat of the powerful political power was in the north
(i.e. atJunnarand Paithan) the ports of the Northern part of kokan
flourished but with the decline of such poewr and the shif t-ing of the
political centre to the south in the reign of the Chalukya (of Badami
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in Karnatak) some of the ports lik Mandad lost the importance.
Most of the ancient ports have lost their glory, in which also
the historica! order seems to be retained by fate. Mandad seems to
have lost its importance, in the medieval period.
The local variation of the name of Mandad is Mandar which
was mentioned by ptolemy as Mandagara and by periplus Mandagora.
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'NUMISMATIC AS A SOURCE OF SOCIO - l was appointed Sena Saheb Suba by Peshw# Madhav Rao,

ECONOMIC HISTORY OF THE -NAGPUR STATE

Dr. Prabhakar Gadre
1. INTRODUCTION 1.1 Numismatic is one of the most
important sources of histo-ry. It claims several advantages over
Archaeology, Epigraphy, Iconography, Painting and centemparary
chronicles. Coins are some thing more than pieces of metal'used for
facilitating economic transition in human Society. They are the
message bearer of the time conveying the era and area of the
sovereign power alongwith a glimpses of socio-economic conditions
of teh society. The flan (area) of the coin being quite smaller to the
canvas covered by other sources of history, it contains in nutshel
all the impor-tant messages and terefore its de-codification needs a
vision of a scientist as well as of an artist; a scholar with a keen power
of observation, appreciation and imagination. It calls for a
cooperative approach too with the remaining of the sources of
history. The present paper is an humble attempt to reveal how the
socio-economic condition of society influenced the coinage of the
Nagpur State under various rulers. Itstudies, in main the symbols
and script of the coinage and its purpose for the society.

2. Correct CHRONOLOGY OF THE BHOSLA RULERS.

A.D. A.H.
1. Parsoji I 1698-1710  1110-1122
2. Kanhoji 1710-1733  1122-1146
3. Raghuji II 1733-1755  1146-1168
4. Janoji 1755-1772  1168-1186
5. Sabaj 1772-1775  1186-1189
6. Raghuji 1T 1775-1816  1189-1231
7. Parsoji 11 1816-1817  1231-1232
8. Mudhoji II(Appa Saheb) ~ 1817-1818  1232-1233
9. Raghuji III 1818-1853  1233-1270

1.3 This chronology of the Nagpur State is based on personal
research carried on by me which intended to replace the chronology
given by P.P. Kulkarni based on antiquated book of Mr. Y., Kale
which completely exclude Sabaji from the list of rulership. Sabaji
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and
continued to be recognised as such by Narayan Rao, Sawai Madhav
Rao, Nizam Ali and Warran, Hastings Governor General of East
India Company.
2. GENERAL FEATURES OF THE BHOSLA COINS:
23] 2.1 All the Bhosla coins bear legends in Pression Script men-
tioning the sovereign of the state who was uniformly the Mughal
Emperor. Itindicate the fact of Mughal-Maratha relation of late 18th
and early 19th century. It had its roots in the acknowl-edgement
of Raja Shahu paid toward the Mughal Emperor as a sover-eign ruler
while reserving the role of a mere savant for himself.

2.2 Another feature of the Bhosla coins was that though they
were coined at various mints within Nagpur State they always carry
names of the other mints, not always within the state. Generally such
mints were the Surat, Cutack. etc.

2.3 Most of the Nagpur coins are made in round shape
however Octogonal and square rectangular coins are not found
wanting which indicate autonomous power of the local ruler. This
trend of local size coins is more visible in nineteenth century rather
than eighteenth century. '

2.4 Another remarkable feature of the Bhosla coin was
continued trend of increasing the quantity of alloy in the silver
ruttees Raghuji lincreased the alloy by one rutteesin the 83.5 ruttees
silver ruttees. Janoji decreased the weight of the silver rupees to
85 ruttees and increased the alloy to 6 ruttees. Sabaji reached next
step reducing the weight to 831 ruttees, and increasing the alloy to
7 ruttees. Raghuji Ilnd continued the trend and increased the alloy
to 8 then to 9 ruttees. Mudhoji IT, (Appasaheb) further increased
thealloy to Eleven ruttees and silver to 72 ruttees. ;this trend indicate
continued inflation-ary condition and rise in the poverty line in the
Nagpur state.

3. MARKS :

3.1 We begin with the study of the symbols of the coins of

Raghuji Bhosle Ist the founder of the Nagpur state. Most of the early

coins of Raghuji I caried a symbol of tiny moon shaped sword and

Nagri ma. Tl?c szord indicate the power of the state while Nagari
ma probably indicate the Maratha Power. In a unit coin published
in N. M. C. 1180 the'sword is a strait one accom-panied by sun
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onreverse. Itindicates probably the solar origin of the Bhosla ruler.
A Trident on common silver coin indicates the early devotion of
Bhosla ruler towards Lord Shiva.

3.2 Sabaji carries on the traditional sword and flag mark
alongwith Nagari ma but the special feature of his coins was that he
reduced the Nagpur and Chanda rupees to 83.5 ruttees from 85
indicating inflationary condition of the state, :

3.4 Raghuji II struck coins with traditional sword flag sun, a
trident but also introduced some new marks, like moon, indicating
Islamic influence and Katyar (dagger) like veapon in various
direction in copper coins indicating probably aboriginal Gond
influence. A flower of three petele progbably Sadafuli, indicate

the aspirationof Bhosla ruler to revive and flourish their kingdom

after teh debacle of second Anglo-Maratha war.

3.5 Parsoji II aweak rulerinall counts caries on the traditional
marks with an inovation of a fish on copper paisa coin. Which
probably indicate the preference of the prince for Rohu & Kettla fish
found in Kanhan river.

3.6 Rahjuji IIT was completely under English dominance and
the mint managed by English Officers. They introduced few Eng-
lish sylable like P(Captain pew) E(Dr. gordan) while carried on
tradition marks of the Sword Trident and Zari Pataka.

4. COUNTER MARKS.

4.1 Many of Bhosla coins bear various tiny counter marks
consisting of the lingon symbol, flower marks and several other
designs. These marks were meant to verify the authenticity of the
coins made by either banker or the persons authorised by the Govt.
Lingom symbol was regarded the indication of Rulers devotion,
but as these symbols came from Private person it indicates local
Shiva cult prevalent all over the state.

4.2 The Trifoliate Bilva Patra indicate the same cult. It is
remarkable that some of shiva cult marks have a human face with
a snake around it indicating obscure Shiva cult without lingom.

4.3 the counter mark of crecent, generally found near Nagpur
indicate either Muslim population or some kind of connection with
Asafjahi state of Hyderabad. It may also indicate Islamic influ-ence
on Devgarh state which was occupied and controlled by Bhosla ruler.

4.4 The coins with a dagger counter mark and fish counter
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mark found around Jabalpur indicate local Rajput Weapon as well
as local and popular product. As the counter marks were locolised
they may indicate local weapon or product.

4.5 The mark of plus or cross was an easiest mark indicating
lethergy on the part of Berar Saraff. Even easier mark was the mark
of dot either singularly or in- group indicate personal authority of
the saraff or the power of guild.

5. CONCLUSION
5.1 Thus we see that numismatic datas have enough potential
to unfold the several pieces of information which normally may not
be available from other sources of history. The study of acoin needs
a meticulous eye. Anything engraved on a coin has a meaning and
purpose a massage to convey, an information to re-veal. Therefore
it should not be left unattended or unattempted. .
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(Mahabharat Ill, 131/13)

SANGALI URBAN CO-OP BANK LID.,
SCHEDULED BANK

404 Khan Bhag, Sangali - 416 416.

We are

at your service with various attractive schemes of

deposits as well as advances in your

financial needs.

With our 35 Branches spread over |
~ Odistricts in Maharashtra.

Acceptance of NR(E) and NR (0) Deposits.
Advances to small scale mdustrial Units |

Executor and Trustee Scheme.

Managing Director. Chairman.

(Mahabharat XII 130/49)

TANATA SAHAKAR] BANK LTD. PUNE
SCHEDULED BANK.

1444 Shukrawar Peth,
Thorale Bajirao Road, Pune - 411003

Riddhi Siddhi
Sada - Bahar

Akshaya Dhanarashi
Nirantara

and many other attractive schemes.

At your service we await your visit to any
of our 40 branches spread overin 7 districts of

Maharashtra.

Facility For opening Non - Resident Accounts.
Special department for Executor and trustee.

D.L.Tengashe V.V.Apate
Managing Director Chairman.
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laspur, Distt - Talagaon (M.P.) Bilaspur,

Raipur Highway 24 KMs 3 Kilometer left towards East.

dol of SHIVA Bi

ique i

Un




